
  



Play is the foundation of learning, creativity, self-expression, and 

constructive problem-solving. It’s how children wrestle with life to 

make it meaningful 

– Susan Linn 

At Foxton Primary School, everything begins in Fox Cubs.  

 

Our Vision for the Early Years Foundation Stage 

At Foxton Primary School, we believe the Early Years Foundation Stage 

(EYFS) lays the essential foundation for lifelong learning, well-being, and 

development. Rooted in the belief that every child deserves the best 

possible start in life, our EYFS provision promotes independence, resilience, 

creativity, and curiosity. Our curriculum is play-based, child-centred, and 

aligned with the Statutory Framework for the EYFS (2021), informed by 

guidance from Early Excellence and the Education Endowment Foundation 

(EEF). 

Aims of the Policy 

This policy aims to ensure that: 

• Children access a broad and balanced curriculum addressing social, 

emotional, physical, and cognitive development. 

• Teaching and learning are inclusive, consistent, and responsive, 

enabling all children to make strong progress. 

• There is a shared partnership between staff, parents, and the wider 

community to support learning inside and outside the classroom. 



• Every child is supported through equitable opportunities, with a strong 

focus on diversity, inclusion, and well-being. 

Legislative Framework 

This policy is based on the Statutory Framework for the Early Years 

Foundation Stage (2021). It is enhanced by materials and research from 

Early Excellence and the EEF Early Years Evidence Store, which stress the 

importance of child-led learning, executive function, and high-quality adult 

interaction. 

Curriculum Intent 

Our curriculum is ambitious, inclusive, and tailored to the unique context of 

our school community. It is designed to: 

• Meet the needs of our children across all seven areas of learning and 

development. 

• Capitalise on our rich natural environment, local culture, and 

seasonal change. 

• Embed communication and language, personal, social and 

emotional development (PSED), and literacy at its core. 

We aim to instil a lifelong love of learning through an environment where 

play, inquiry, and real-world exploration are central. 

Implementation: Continuous Provision and Pedagogy 

The Role of Continuous Provision 

Continuous Provision is the backbone of our EYFS curriculum. It refers to the 

carefully planned and resourced areas that remain consistently available 

to children throughout the day. These areas offer opportunities for children 

to initiate learning, revisit concepts, and embed skills through repetition and 

play. 

Our continuous provision is: 

• Purposefully planned to reflect children’s interests, developmental 

needs, and curriculum goals. 

• Linked to all areas of learning, both prime and specific. 

• Designed with progression in mind, offering challenge, novelty, and 

deep learning opportunities. 

 

 



Why Continuous Provision Matters 

Research from Early Excellence, Birth to 5 Matters, and the EEF highlights 

how uninterrupted time in well-planned environments allows children to 

rehearse, embed, and consolidate learning into long-term memory. 

 

Ofsted notes that: 

“We can say that things have been learned when they have been 

remembered.” 

Our provision explicitly supports the development of executive function—

children learn to: 

• Focus and sustain attention. 

• Hold and work with information in mind. 

• Adapt strategies to achieve a goal. 

Key Benefits of our Continuous Provision: 

1. Child-Led Exploration: Autonomy supports self-regulation, 

problem-solving, and creativity. 

2. Language and Communication: Language-rich zones enable 

sustained shared thinking and vocabulary growth. 

3. Embedded, Real Learning: Learning becomes meaningful as 

children integrate concepts through hands-on experience, 

repetition, and reflection. 

4. Development of Executive Function and Self-Regulation: Through 

play, children develop impulse control, goal-directed behaviour, 

and cognitive flexibility. 

5. Inclusive Access to Curriculum: Continuous provision ensures 

every child can engage in high-quality, differentiated learning. 

  



Planning for Continuous Provision 

We ask ourselves: 

• What are the learning opportunities in each area? 

• How are resources selected and presented? 

• What is the role of the adult in that space? 

• What language, questioning, and interaction will promote depth of 

learning? 

We use planning formats influenced by Early Excellence, Ed Shed, and EEF, 

clearly mapping intended learning outcomes and vocabulary for each 

zone. 

Curriculum Structure 

Prime Areas 

• Communication and Language: Immersive experiences and 

responsive interactions develop vocabulary and comprehension. 

• Personal, Social, and Emotional Development: A secure 

environment supports emotional literacy, relationships, and self-

regulation. 

• Physical Development: Outdoor learning fosters gross motor skills; 

fine motor is developed through planned activities and play. 

Specific Areas 

• Literacy and Phonics: We use Read Write Inc., prioritising early 

reading from day one. 

• Mathematics: Using White Rose Maths, children explore number, 

pattern, and shape in meaningful contexts. 

• Understanding the World & Expressive Arts: Children investigate the 

world through nature-based play, seasonal changes, and cultural 

diversity. Our environment acts as the “third teacher”. 

  



Teaching and Learning Approach 

In line with Development Matters (2021), we promote the three 

characteristics of effective learning: 

• Playing and Exploring: Active, curious learners engage with the world. 

• Active Learning: Motivation and perseverance are nurtured. 

• Creating and Thinking Critically: Children develop problem-solving 

strategies and independence. 

A balance of adult-guided instruction and child-initiated exploration 

ensures that learning is both structured and meaningful.  

 

Assessment and Progress Monitoring 

Assessment is embedded in daily practice, including: 

• Observational assessments. 

• The statutory baseline on entry. 

• Regular teacher-led assessments. 

• Pupil Progress Meetings to track and challenge development. 

All children are supported to achieve a Good Level of Development (GLD) 

by the end of Reception. 

Inclusion and Equity 

We adopt an equity-focused approach: not all children need the same 

thing, but every child gets what they need to thrive. Children with SEND or 

additional needs receive personalised support, with close collaboration 

between parents and external agencies. 

The Learning Environment 

Following our 2023 Good Ofsted judgment, we audited our learning 

environment to ensure it fosters: 



• Creativity, autonomy, and curiosity. 

• Spaces for reflection, collaboration, and imaginative play. 

• Sensory richness, with attention to light, sound, and aesthetics. 

• Outdoor learning, which supports physical, cognitive, and emotional 

development—research confirms that children often learn more 

effectively outdoors. 

Partnership with Parents 

Parents are partners in learning. We offer: 

• Ongoing communication. 

• Stay-and-play sessions as part of transition. 

• Workshops and curriculum meetings. 

• Opportunities to contribute to learning journeys and assessments. 

Safeguarding and Welfare 

We provide a safe, nurturing environment where: 

• Children learn to take appropriate risks. 

• Emotional well-being is prioritised. 

• Boundaries are clear and developmentally appropriate. 

Safeguarding procedures follow the school’s overarching policies and 

statutory guidance. 

Monitoring and Review 

This policy will be reviewed biennially by the EYFS Lead and the Governing 

Body, ensuring it reflects the most current research, statutory updates, and 

best practice guidance. 

Next review: June 2027 



Appendix 1  Extract from our EYFS Long Term Plan 

   



Appendix 2  Example Continuous Provision Planning Sheet 



 



 



Appendix 3  Extract from our EYFS Assessment Checkpoint document 

 

  



Appendix 4  Extract from our EYFS Continuous Provision Progression document 

 


